UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO. 
APPLICATION NO. 
DATED 
INVENTORY) 



7,167,909 B2 
09/823990 
January 23,2007 
Masahito Yamamoto 



Page 1 of 6 



It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is 
hereby corrected as shown below: 

SHEET 10 : 

Fig. 12, "DAVICE" (all occurrences) should read -DEVICE-. 
COLUMN 2 : 

Line 44, "is" should read —are—. 
COLUMN 11 : 

Line 25, "realizes" should read -realized--. 
COLUMN 23 : 

Lines 48-63, Claim 1 should read: 

-1 . A service management apparatus in a network system, for managing 
service information of a service provided by a service apparatus and transferring 
the managed service information to an external apparatus in response to a 
request from the external apparatus, said service management apparatus 
comprising: 

storage means for storing service information of services executed in 
the network system; 

registration means for registering, in said storage means, service 
information of a certain service provided by the service apparatus by means of 
an application program, in response to a request from an external apparatus 
that is to execute the service; 

test means for executing a trial use of the service provided by the 
service apparatus, wherein, in the trial use, said test means sends data to the 
service by using an operation of the service provided by the application 
program, said test means repeatedly executing the trial use; 

evaluation means for evaluating the quality of the service, in response 
to execution of the trial use by said test means, and detecting a change in 
quality of the service between a current trial use and a previous trial use; and 

renewal means for deleting the service information registered by said 
registration means from said storage means if the change detected by said 
evaluation means shows that the quality of the service does not meet a 
predetermined reference.- 
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COLUMN 24 : 

Line 3, "case" should read -case where--; 
Lines 29-46, Claim 9 should read: 

—9. An apparatus connected to a service management apparatus for 
managing service information of a service on a network system and transferring 
the managed service information to an external apparatus in response to a 
request from the external apparatus, said apparatus comprising: 

storage means for storing service information of services executed in 
the network system; 

registration means for registering, in said storage means, service 
information of a certain service provided by an application program in a service 
apparatus, in response to a request from an external apparatus that is to execute 
the service; 

test means for executing a trial use of a service provided by means of 
the application program in another apparatus belonging to a same group as that 
of said apparatus, wherein, in the trial use, the service of the other apparatus is 
executed, said test means repeatedly executing the trial use; 

evaluation means for evaluating the quality of the service in response to 
execution of the trial use by said test means, and detecting change in quality of 
the service between a current trial use and a previous trial use; and 

deletion means for instructing the service management apparatus to 
delete the service information related to said apparatus if the change detected 
by said evaluation means shows that the quality of the service does not meet a 
predetermined reference.--; and 
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COLUMN 24 (con't) 

Lines 47-63, Claim 10 should read: 

—10. A service management method in a network system, for managing 
service information of a service provided by an apparatus and transferring the 
managed service information to an external apparatus in response to a request 
from the external apparatus, said service management method comprising: 

a storage step of storing, in storage, service information of services 
executed in the network system; 

a registration step of for registering, in the storage, service information 
of a certain service provided by the service apparatus by an application 
program, in response to a request from an external apparatus that is to execute 
the service; 

a test step of executing a trial use of the service provided by the 
apparatus, wherein, in the trial use, said test step includes sending data to the 
service by using an operation of the service provided by means of the 
application program, said test step also including repeatedly executing the trial 
use; 

an evaluation step of evaluating the quality of the service, in response 
to execution of the trial use in said test step, and detecting a change in quality 
of the service between a current trial use and a previous trial use; and 

a renewal step of deleting the service information registered in said 
registration step from the storage if the change detected in said evaluation 
step shows that the quality of the service does not meet a predetermined 
reference.--. 
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Line 3, "case" should read —case where--; and 
Lines 30-48, Claim 18 should read: 

—18. A method for use in an apparatus connected to a service management 
apparatus for managing service information of a service on a network system 
and transferring the managed service information to an external apparatus in 
response to a request from the external apparatus, said method comprising: 

a storage step of storing, in storage, service information of services 
executed in the network system; 

a registration step of registering, in the storage, service information of a 
certain service provided by an application program in a service apparatus, in 
response to a request from an external apparatus that is to execute the service; 

a test step of executing a trial use of a service provided by means of the 
application program in another apparatus belonging to a same group as that of 
the apparatus, wherein in the trial use, the service of the other apparatus is 
executed, said test step including repeatedly executing the trial use; 

an evaluation step of evaluating the quality of the service in response to 
execution of the trial use in said test step, and detecting change in quality of the 
service between a current trial use and a previous trial use; and 

a deletion step of instructing the service management apparatus to 
delete the service information related to the apparatus if the change detected in 
said evaluation step shows that the quality of the service does not meet a 
predetermined reference.--. 



COLUMN 25: 
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COLUMNS 25-26 : 

Lines 49-55 and 1-10, Claim 19 should read: 

-19. A computer readable storage medium storing a program for executing a 
service management method in a network system, for managing service 
information of a service provided by an apparatus and transferring the managed 
service information to an external apparatus in response to a request from the 
external apparatus, said program comprising: 

code for a storage step of storing, in storage, service information of 
services executed in the network system; 

code for a registration step of registering, in the storage, service 
information of a certain service provided by the service apparatus by an 
application program, in response to a request from an external apparatus that is 
to execute the service; 

code for a test step of executing a trial use of the service provided by 
the apparatus, wherein, in the trial use, data are sent to the service by using an 
operation of the service provided by means of the application program, the test 
step also including repeatedly executing the trial use; 

code for an evaluation step of evaluating the quality of the service, in 
response to execution of the trial use by execution of said code for a test step, 
and detecting a change in quality of the service between a current trial use and 
a previous trial use; and 

code for a renewal step of deleting the service information registered by 
execution of said code for a registration step from the storage if the change 
detected by execution of said code for a evaluation step shows that the quality 
of the service does not meet a predetermined reference.—. 

COLUMN 26 : 

Lines 1 1-32, Claim 20 should read: 

-20. A computer readable storage medium storing a program executing a 
method for use in an apparatus connected to a service management apparatus 
for managing service information of a service on a network system and 
transferring the managed service information to an external apparatus in 
response to a request from the external apparatus, said program comprising: 
code for a storage step of storing, in storage, service information of 
services executed in the network system; 
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Lines 11-32, (con't) 

code for a registration step of registering, in the storage, service 
information of a certain service provided by an application program in a service 
apparatus, in response to a request from an external apparatus that is to execute 
the service; 

code for a test step of executing a trial use of a service provided by the 
application program in another apparatus belonging to a same group as that of 
the apparatus, wherein, in the trial use, the service of the other apparatus is 
executed, the test step also including repeatedly executing the trial use; 

code for an evaluation step of evaluating the quality of the service in 
response to execution of the trial use by said code for a test step, and detecting 
change in quality of the service between a current trial use and a previous trial 
use; and 

code for a deletion step of instructing the service management apparatus 
to delete the service information related to the apparatus if the change detected 
by execution of said code for an evaluation step shows that the quality of the 
service does not meet a predetermined reference.—. 
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